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Abstract

The purposes of this quasi-experimental research were : (1) to compare symptoms severity of
patients with schizophrenia between experimental and control group and (2) to compare attitude,
knowledge and skills in caring patients with schizophrenia at home and community between the
experimental and control group after finished program and 1 month later. The samples were (1) 12
patients with schizophrenia randomised into the experimental and control group with each 6 per group
and (2) 12 schizophrenic patient’s families and 12 health volunteers in Loeng Nok Tha District, Yasothorn
Province which divided into experimental and control group with 6 schizophrenic patient’s family and 6
health volunteer per group. The experimental group received the Family and Health Volunteer
Participation Care Program while the control group received usual care. The instrument for collecting data
were 1) general Information. 2) Prasri Assessment Schizophrenia Scale (PASS8) and 3) the attitude,
knowledge and skill in caring patient with schizophrenia at home and community’s questionnaire. The
program and questionnaire were examined for validity by 5 experts. The Cronbach’s alpha reliability of
the third part of questionnaire was .90. Data were analyzed by frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and repeated measures ANOVA. The results were as follows: (1) the schizophrenic patients in
experimental group had less symptoms severity than the control group both after finished program and 1
month later at .05 significance level. And (2) the schizophrenic patient’s families and health volunteers
had higher scores of attitude, knowledge and skills in caring patients with schizophrenia at home and
community than the control group both after finished program and 1 month later with the significant

level at .05.

Keywords: Schizophrenia, Family and health volunteer participation care program
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